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. Comparison of two methods or the determination of acetylcarnitine f
In the Discussion section, the second paragraph should read:
Although the function and significance of acetylcarnitine and the enzyme catalyzing its production, carnitine-o-acetyltransferase (EC 2.3 1.7) is not exactly known, the increase of acetylcarnitine in blood plasma most probably reflects the accumulation of acetylcarnitine in tissues in response to the elevated rate of generation of acetyl CoA, presumably by fatty acid oxidation, since it has been shown that an elevation in acetyl CoA production in mitochondria is reflected by increased tissue levels of acetylcarnitine (4-6, 15,40) . The rapid increase in acetylcarnitine levels in plasma and relatively low and constant levels of free plasma carnitine in newborns (gigs. 4 and 5) are in agreement-with this concept. However, cord blood ~l a s m a levels of acetylcarnitine taken during pernature delivery fire also elevated (6ig. 5), while the free carnitine plasma levels do not differ (Fig. 4) from "normal" values. There is general agreement that fatty acid oxidation is of minor importance during the fetal period (1,41). Nevertheless, fatty acid plasma levels are very high very soon after birth (28) and it is likely that labor triggers fatty acid release, thus causing elevated acetylcarnitine levels.
We regret these errors.
